MARRIAGE
John to Sarah
As for the power you say you have over yourself, I do no ways
at all doubt of it, for I swear to you I do not think you love me,
so that I am very easily persuaded that my letters have no charms
for you, since I am so much a slave to your charms as to own
to you that I love you above my own life, which by all that is
holy I do. You must give me leave to beg that you will not
condemn me for a vain fool that I did believe you did love me,
since both you and your actions did oblige me to that belief in
which heaven knows I took so much joy that from henceforward
my life must be a torment to me for it. You say I pretend a
passion to you when I have other things in my head. I cannot
imagine what you mean by it, for I vow to God you do so
entirely possess my thoughts that I think of nothing else in this
world but your dear self. I do not, by all that is good, say this
that I think it will move you to pity me, for I do despair of your
love ; but it is to let you see how unjust you are, and that I must
ever love you as long as I have breath, do what you will. I do
not expect in return that you should either write or speak to me,
since you think it is what may do you a prejudice; but I have a
thing to beg which I hope you will not be so barbarous as to
deny me. It is that you will give me leave to do what I cannot
help, which is to adore you as long as I live, and in return I will
study how I may deserve, although not have, your love. I am
persuaded that I have said impertinent things enough to anger
you, for which I do with all my heart beg your pardon, and do
assure you that from henceforward I will approach and think of
you with the same devotion as to my God.
John to Sarah
You complain of my unkindness, but would not be kind your-
self in answering my letter, although I begged you to do it. The
Duchess goes to a new play to-day, and afterwards to the Duchess
of Monmouth's, there to dance. I desire that you will not go
thither, but make an excuse, and give me leave to come to you.
Pray let me know what you do intend, and if you go to the play;
for if you do, then I will do what I can to go, if [although] the
Duke does not. Your not writing to me made me very uneasy,
for I was afraid it was want of kindness in you, which I am sure
I will never deserve by any action of mine.
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